[Possibilities in the reconstruction of bone defects].
The importance of the functional unit "bone-soft-tissue" for the treatment of bone defects is discussed. A division is made between non-vascular and vascular bone transport. The individual methods are explained and their clinical significance is illustrated partly using case material. In general, the best way to fill small defects in vital soft tissue is to use cancellous autografts. For bridging longer bone defects callus distraction is the method of first choice, but in individual cases vascularized bone transfer can be taken from the iliac crest or the fibula. Homo- or heterografts should only be used in cases where no autologic bone material is available or when there is not enough.